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Regular Monthly Meeting 

10 a.m. Wednesday, January 4, 2023 
Mayors’ Council Conference Room 

Hagåtña, Guam  
 

MINUTES 

 
 
I. CALL TO ORDER: President Mayor Jesse L.G. Alig called the meeting to order at 10:12 a.m.   
 
II. ROLL CALL:        

       
  ALIG, Jesse L.G.   Mayor   Piti  
   ALVAREZ, Dale E.   Mayor   Sånta Rita-Sumai  
   BAUTISTA, Jessie P.   Vice Mayor  Barrigada   
   BLAS, June U.   Mayor   Barrigada 
   CHARGUALAF, Anthony P.   Mayor   Inalåhan   
  V DELGADO, Kevin AN   Vice Mayor  Mangilao     

FEJERAN, Christopher J.  Vice Mayor  Hågat  
GOGUE, Jessy C.   Mayor   Chalan Pago-Ordot   
HOFMANN, Robert RDC  Mayor   Sinajana    

 */V  IRIARTE, Rudy D.   Vice Mayor  Sinajana 
PACO, Rudy A.   Mayor   M-T-M    

*   QUENGA, Bill A.   Mayor   Yona 
*   QUINATA, Johnny A.   Mayor   Humåtak 

  RIVERA, Louise C.   Mayor   Tamuning   
SALAS, Frankie A.   Mayor   Asan-Maina 
SAVARES, Melissa B.  Mayor   Dededo      

     SUSUICO, Kevin J.T.   Mayor   Hågat   
TAITAGUE, Vicente S.  Mayor   Talo’fo’fo’    

                      TOVES, Albert M.    Vice Mayor  Tamuning 
  
  O  BENAVENTE, Peter John S.  Vice Mayor  Dededo 
  O  CHARGUALAF, Ernest T.  Mayor   Malesso’ 

 O  CRUZ, John A.   Mayor    Hagåtña        
O/R LEONES, Loreto V.   Vice Mayor  Yigo 
O/R McDONALD, Paul M.   Mayor   Agana Heights   
O/R SANCHEZ, Anthony P.  Mayor   Yigo 

 O UNGACTA, Allan “Al” R.G.   Mayor   Mangilao 
 

                     
O = ABSENT   * = LATE  ** = OFF ISLAND   R = REPRESENTATIVE  V = VIRTUAL 

 
Sixteen (16) members present at time of roll call.  Quorum established. 
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Angel R. Sablan    Executive Director 
Elaine RA Schaaf    Recording Secretary   

 
III. NATIONAL ANTHEM/GUAM HYMN 
 
IV. APPROVAL OF DECEMBER MINUTES – Mayor Vicente Taitague made the motion 

to approve and seconded by Mayor Melissa Savares. No discussions or objections. 
The motion carried. 

 
V. APPROVAL OF TREASURER’S REPORT – Mayor Dale Alvarez made the motion to 

approve the reports and seconded by Mayor Anthony Chargualaf.  In discussion, 
upon reviewing the Guam Island Fair report, Mayor Savares queried if Council could begin 
preparations for Liberation.  The president responded yes. No discussions or 
objections.  The motion carried.   
 

VI. EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT  
 

GUAM EDUCATION BOARD – ED reported the new acting superintendent is Frank 
Cooper-Nurse for 30 days.  
 
AMERICAN RESCUE PLAN ACT (ARPA) FUNDS FOR HEAVY EQUIPMENT – Districts 
should already have received their purchase orders. If there's been some purchase orders 
or requisitions that mayors still have not received, email ED directly. 
 
ISLANDWIDE ENVIRONMENTAL CLEANUP PROGRAM; RRF – Council is currently 
awaiting EPA's approval of the operations plan.  The MOU is still at the attorney general’s 
office and then to the governor for signature. 
 
QUARTERLY REPORTS – Appropriated and non-appropriated fund reports are due by 
January 13. 
 
VILLAGE GROWTH DATA FOR CITIZEN CENTRIC REPORT – A few Districts have 
started to submit their data. It will then be compiled by the council in order to send to the 
public auditor.  
 
ETHICS TRAINING COMPLIANCE – ED reminded mayors of the requirement by the 
Ethics Commission to have all employees go through the training. ED stated, “As soon as 
you know that you can send your employees or have your employees do this online, 
please do so, especially for those that you have just hired within the last six months.” 
 
MUNICIPAL PLANNING COUNCIL – Members can only serve for two years until the 
mayor re-appoints them, which must be done this month since the second two years of 
their term have just begun.  A municipal planning council requires a minimum of 10 
members. Simply due to population, a District can get more but at the very least have 10 
members chosen to serve as a MCP member. 
 
SCHEDULE OF ANNUAL EVENTS – Many organizations, including the Guam Visitors 
Bureau, have asked the Council to provide a calendar of what is happening in the villages 
so that they can also plan if they are able to support or other groups can arrange their 
activities around their events. ED asked mayors to send in their schedules. These events 
will also be posted on Council’s website. 
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VEHICLES – From the last report, ED stated that the purchase order had already been 

delivered to the vendor. Council is just waiting for the delivery of the vehicles. Mayors 
would be notified once Council learns that it is prepared for delivery.  

 
NATIONAL OFFICE SUPPLY – MCOG Admn. is actively looking at invoices and 
reconciling everything. Several districts are up to date. Admin. has seen invoices as far 
back as 2013 and 2014 that have been paid, but a new accountant at NOS is combing 
through their records and pulling out whatever she sees not paid. Admn. has documents 
showing they're paid.  
 
There are delays at Dept. of Administration. Admin. found out that there were many 
invoices that are there that have not been posted. Joann Charfauros is being borrowed by 
DOA a couple of days a week in the afternoon to help sort out all the invoices and post 
them. Admin. is working to release the Districts as quickly as possible in order to resume 
purchasing from NOS. 
 

VII. COMMITTEE REPORTS  
 

BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS – President had sent everyone a note requesting an 
update from every board and commission representative because the Council had not 
received word from most of them. He wanted to know if they met or not and if there was 
an update. He went down the list. 
 

A.     Reports/Updates from each Representative 
   

Guam Council on Youth Affairs (SAG) – Vice Mayor Kevin AN Delgado – Have not met since the beginning.   

 

Worker’s Compensation Commission – Mayor Anthony P. Chargualaf – Have not met.  

 

Guam Visitors Bureau – Mayor Rudy A. Paco – Have not met.  

 

Commission on Decolonization – Mayor Jesse L.G. Alig – Meet regularly. 

  

Guam Council on Senior Citizens – Mayor Vicente S. Taitague – Have not met. 

 

Commission on the Healing Arts of Guam – Vice Mayor Jessie Bautista – Have not met. 

                  

    Guam System of Care Council – Vice Mayor Kevin AN Delgado – Have not been attending. 

  

Guam Regional Transit Authority – Mayor Anthony P. Chargualaf and Mayor Kevin Susuico – Meet regularly.  

 New busses are arriving to augment the ailing fleet.  

 Two have arrived on the island.  

 Updated every month in the board meeting. 
 

Guam Memorial Hospital Authority Trustee Nominating Council  - Mayor Louise Rivera – Have not met since 

the beginning. 

 

Guam Invasive Species Council – Mayor Jesse LG Alig – Have met but haven’t called a meeting in the last quarter. 
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Guam Early Learning Council – Vice Mayor Kevin AN Delgado – Meet regularly. 

 Encouraging villages to participate in the Village Play Time program 
 

Guam Education Policy Board (Ex-Officio member) – Mayor Melissa B. Savares – Meet regularly.  

 

Guam Council on the Arts and Humanities (CAHA) – Mayor Jessy Gogue – Have met. 

 The focus is raising funds in putting together the groups for FestPac 2024.  

 Active gallery exhibits with new artwork.  

 The gallery features a different artist each month.    
 

 I Estoria-ta: Inetnon Estudion I Umali’e’ yan Umafana’ I Taotao Hiyong Yan Taotao Tano’ Commission – Mayor Johnny 

Quinata – Have not met. 

 

Prevention and Early-Intervention Advisory Committee Empowerment Council (PEACE) – Vice Mayor Rudy D. Iriarte – 

Have met. 

 Were sworn in last year. 

 Working on the bylaws. 
 

Guam Interagency Council for Coordinating Homelessness Programs – Mayor Robert RDC Hofmann – Meet 

regularly. 

 Making headway. 

 A lot of improvements and in a better position now than many years ago. 

 Many active members. 
    

Serve Guam Commission – Vice Mayor Peter John Benavente, Mayor Jessy C. Gogue, Mayor Johnny A. Quinata – Have 

not met. 

  

Western Pacific Regional Fishery Management Council – Mayor Dale E. Alvarez – Have not met. 

 

Community Health Centers – Mayor Melissa Savares, Mayor Allan Ungacta, Mayor Anthony Chargualaf – Meet 

regularly.  

 Hired a new Chief Executive Officer 

 Inalahan and Dededo centers continue to focus on primary healthcare. 

 Hired two new doctors and internists 

 Dr. Lewis Cruz is now in family practice. 

 Host outreaches in areas where your residents in that particular housing area of your community do not have 
access to transportation, to get to healthcare facilities 

   

UOG Board of Regents Nominating Council – Mayor Jessy C. Gogue – Meet quarterly. 

 Lost two regents. Potential candidates. Putting together packets for recommendations to the governor. 
 

Consolidated Commission on Utilities Representative - Mayor Jessy C. Gogue – Meet regularly. 

 High-level discussions of long-term planning on the impact of the economy, the pandemic, et cetera. how 
they're going to position themselves financially over the next 5, 10, 15 years. 

 

Dept. of Agriculture – Mayor Jessy C. Gogue 

Forestry & Soil Resources; – Have met. 

Tree Ordinance Working Grp.– Have not met. 

 The group has been trying to put it back together now that Christine Fejeran is in charge of forestry. 

 Had a meeting specific to wildfires. More needs to be discussed and addressed with regard to tree ordinances 
and vegetation management throughout this island but they haven't gotten that far in re-energizing that 
particular focus. 
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STRAY ANIMAL ROUND-UP (SARU) – Mayor Rudy Paco reported GAIN is waiting on 
the blueprint for the additional kennels so they can bid it out. 

 
VIII. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 
IX.  NEW BUSINESS    
  
  A. EXECUTIVE OFFICERS SWEARING IN – President stated this was added to the 

agenda in the event that any expenditures needed to be approved, but since the swearing-
in ceremony was held this morning, he believed that was adequate and that no additional 
ceremony was required. There were no objections. 
 

B. BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS TERM EXPIRATION/APPOINTMENTS – 
President stated if a mayor or vice mayor is a member of a particular board or commission, 
to let him know via email by Friday of this week if they would like to continue serving on 
the board or commission or resign from it so that he can make the necessary 
appointments. During the regular meetings, each board and commission representative is 
asked to provide an update from their committee so that the council is informed. 

 
C. MCOG RESOLUTION 2022-17-01 – The resolution was resent to council 

members by the president. He hoped that everybody remembered the resolution this 
council had passed concerning the disposal of nuclear waste in the Pacific Ocean. The 
language in the resolution from Council echoed that of the AMIM and backed the AMIM's 
actions.  

 

The people to whom the resolution was to be sent received it and the Council General of 
Japan was one of them. He requested a meeting with the president and ED. It was 
discussed that the resolution was perhaps erroneous because there were some untruths. 
The Council General came with a document that the president sent to everyone, and it 
was regarding ALPS treated water. Council General referenced the research's sources in 
that document.   
 
The president's concern is that in the AMIM resolution, it says that there is no study, there's 
no research, there's no monitoring. But in what is presented by the Japan government to 
us locally, there is monitoring. There was research. He expressed his apologies for not 
understanding it thoroughly and just agreeing without researching it on his own. He asked 
if there is a motion to rescind the MCOG resolution. 
 
Mayor Robert Hofmann made the motion to rescind the resolution presented by the 
Mayors’ Council of Guam to the Japan government and no further action after that. 
Seconded by Mayor June Blas.   
 
In discussion, President stated, “I would like to say that I don't, in keeping with supporting 
our neighbors in the CNMI, I think we certainly can say that we maybe not support the 
work of the Japan government, but say that we do want to make sure that there is constant 
monitoring and that the reports of that monitoring are given to us or posted on their website 
so that there is constant monitoring. Because I can safely say that even us on Guam, we 
are also very concerned about what goes on around our waters and our shores and we 
are in relation to the federal government as well. We don't want to give everything but we 
want to be amicable. We want to have a better relationship with those that provide some 
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service to us. But of course, monitoring and making sure that regulations are followed are 
very important. The other thing that is noted on this report from the Japan government is 
the power plant meets international standards and WHO standards.” 
 
Mayor Jessy Gogue stated, “The information we received from our consulate general 
raises some concern as to how this came about at our AMIM meeting in the first place. I'm 
just wondering whether or not there was an effort to go back to our AMIM sisters and 
brothers to share with them the information we received from the Consulate General and 
get their take and potential rebuttal with regard to the information we've received and what 
really triggered the whole intent of driving this resolution. We got a response from the 
Japanese government, but by the same token we need to give our brethren who raised 
this at our.AMIM meeting the ability to give a response to the information that we in fact 
got from the consulate general as well. In fact, maybe that's what we did in the first place, 
is we didn't get feedback from the Japan government because there was a push to try to 
meet with Japan officials before February on this issue. As a result of that timeline that 
was set at the AMIM meeting, we kind of rushed into adopting a resolution as opposed to 
looking at and trying to address this issue that was raised in a more methodical manner. 
Maybe we need to kind of step back and do the methodical process of giving our 
colleagues up north an opportunity to provide input on the information that was received 
before we were quick to put to our resolution that we have already put out there.” 
 
Mayor Melissa Savares agreed with Mayor Gogue. She said, “They got their information 
from United Nations and said that this is what's going to happen. So, of course, they 
informed the different elected councils from the three islands, got together, and worked 
with that information, but what United Nations is saying is, oh no, they're just going to 
release it without citing the research that has been done. So I think that what we can do 
is cite the research that we were given when we rescind this resolution.” 
 
President stated, “I'm inclined to support the motion simply because it says clearly that 
there's no study and no monitoring. They didn't mince words. It's clear that there was none. 
But what is being presented to us by the Japanese government is that there is research 
and that there are controls. So I understand where Mayor Gogue and Mayor Melissa are 
coming from as far as understanding what the CNMI would like us to support. But at the 
same time, we have an obligation too, on our end to make sure that what we issue is also 
congruent, it just should be congruent to what is actually happening.  If at any time anyone 
wants to bring this up, please let us know and we can take up a new resolution at our 
regular meeting and we can make that part of the agenda.” 
All in favor. None opposed.  The motion carried. 

 

D. MUNICIPAL EVENTS 2023 

 1.   List of Festivals, Annual Events 

President conveyed to the Body to inform the Council of all significant events in their village 

so that they could be shared with the media and on the website. He reminded the mayors 

to adhere to their reporting requirements for those events. 

 2.   79th Liberation Festivities 

Because it’s a big discussion, the president called for a separate meeting rather than 
during regular meetings.  There were no objections. He requested that a committee 
meeting be called following the special meeting on January 18 at 1 p.m. to discuss some 
initial plans as to how to proceed with liberation. 
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X. ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

A.  JOINT REGION MARIANAS INVITATION – Read Admiral Benjamin Nicholson, 
Commander spoke briefly and invited the mayors and vice mayors to a briefing on threats 
in the region at 11 am Wednesday, January 18. This briefing will be given by Indo-Pacific 
Command (INDOPACOM) assisted by JRM at headquarter on Nimitz Hill. 

 
The special meeting for Council was set for that day, therefore Mayor Hofmann 
motioned to move from January 18 to January 17 to accommodate the admiral’s 
invitation and Mayor Savares seconded the motion. No discussion. The ayes have 
it. 
 
President conveyed to the Body of rescheduling the Liberation meeting. 

 
 Mayor Savares announced the presence of Vice Mayor Marian Lujan from Guimbal, 

Iloilo who is here for her husband, senator-elect Jesse Lujan’s inauguration. Between 
Barrigada, Dededo, and Hågat there was a sister-city signing years ago. 

 President recognized and gave the floor to special assistant of municipal affairs 
Robert Lizama.  Mayor Hofmann queried about the status of the streetlight installations. 
Mr. Lizama stated there have already been documents that have been forwarded to GPA, 
and they are waiting for them at the request of the lieutenant governor to see if they're 
able to provide an additional team to assist with the new streetlight installation. Mr. Lizama 
feels what needs to be addressed in a separate meeting, is trying to standardize the new 
streetlight installation requests, because some mayors are still utilizing a document or a 
form that is a form that is used by DPW to transmit to GPA for the actual assessment of 
these streetlight requests. Mayor Taitague queried about village street paving. Mr. Lizama 
responded that there have been street repairs that are ongoing around the island. 

 President recognized and gave the floor to Rob San Agustin, program director with 
OHAPP. Mayor Hofmann queried for an update about the point-in-time count for the 
homeless. Mr. San Agustin conveyed that the count is Friday, January 27. Salvation Army 
in Tiyan will serve as the headquarters and will open at 3:30 am. From there, the team will 
be assembled. They have conducted assessments of the homeless at 185 locations. On 
that day, they will go to all the villages. Compared to how it was run during COVID, this 
will be more of the standard point in time cap. 
 President recognized and gave the floor to Therese Hart, special projects 

coordinator with the Office of Infrastructure Policy & Development. Their office sent out a 
letter via email to all the mayors on December 13 about improving broadband internet 
connection in all the villages. Their office wants to share a map that the FCC sent them 
and as they looked at the map, they noticed that several states and territories also had 
issues with it because it did not adequately represent its constituents. some villages were 
overrepresented like Hagatna, and then others were very underrepresented. The reason 
why they need to do this is that they want to challenge the FCC and to give them an 
accurate representation of the entire island. With the approval from ED, their office will 
use the Mayors’ Council conference room to meet with two to three mayors in the morning 
and in the afternoon to show the map and ask the mayors to show them places in their 
villages that are not covered. 
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XI.       ADJOURNMENT 
 

President thanked Council members and adjourned the meeting at 11:56 am. 
 
   
 Attested by:      Transcribed by: 
 
          
               

MAYOR LOUISE C. RIVERA    ELAINE RA SCHAAF 
Council Executive Secretary     Transcriber 
17th Mayors’ Council of Guam   MCOG – Administration 
 
















